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"thinks to-day what the world will be thinking to-
morrow," a phrase used to tickle the susceptibilities of
the worthy inhabitants by Lord Balfour when seeking
their suffrages, and which they have (very naturally)
never ceased to repeat, (Straying again f but I can
never refrain from a c dig' at Manchester, whose citizens
are too kindly and secure to resent my impudence!)
Well, poor Bateman felt it was a great pity that this
collection of Shakespeareana, assembled with such
affectionate care, should so soon be dispersed, and that
London would have no chance of seeing it. I thought
so too and, as the task of transporting it to London,
with the permission of the owners of the exhibits,
seemed an obstacle of not insuperable difficulty, and the
provision of a guarantee to cover expenses was not
beyond my means, I told him that, if he could undertake
the details of transport and exhibition, I would willingly
become guarantor against any loss which might be
incurred. Bateman put his back into the thing with
all the fury of his enthusiastic soul, and the Exhibition,
enlarged beyond our dreams, was opened at the Grafton
Galleries on January 2oth, 1917, by Her Royal Highness
Princess Marie Louise. All profits were to go to the
funds of the Red Cross. We had all the great ones of
that day associated with the Exhibition as an Honorary
Committee. Sir Sidney Lee, who had thrown himself
whole-heartedly into the idea, spoke the opening
address, as the leading Shakespearean of his time.
Contributions "were sent by the London Museum and
by Sir Archibald Flower, on behalf of the Stratford
Birthplace Trustees and the Memorial Theatre, The
Garrick Club, for the only time in its history, I believe,
at my earnest request, lent a number of their precious
portraits of the old actors in Shakespearean characters,
while, among contemporary work, Sir Johnston Forbes-
Robertson's portraits of Phelps as 'Wolsey' and Miss
Mary Anderson, and Buchel's portrait of my wife as
*Ophelia' were secured. There were also many actual
costumes used by famous actors, such as the gaberdine